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TO 


THE 


DULVERTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


r.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the  Dulverton  Rural 
district  during  the  year  1 971  • 

The  headings  and  the  information  contained  in  this  report  are  as 
irected  in  Circular  1/72  issued  by  the  Department  of  Health  & Social  Security* 


TATISTICS  & SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area: 

Population 

Number  of  inhabited 
houses  as  per  rate  books 


78,159  acres 
3,600*" 

1328 


Sum  represented  by  a 

Ip  rate:  £860 

Social  Conditions:-  The  vast  majority  of  the  inhabitants 

are  engaged  on  agricultural  pursuits 
and  appear  to  be  exceptionally  healthy 
in  consequence; 


»N.B, 

The  population  figure  given  above  is  the  estimated  mid-year  Home  Population 
as  contained  in  statistics  supplied  by  the  office  of  Population  Census  and 
Surveys.  The  figure  supplied  against  the  actual  1971  census  however, 
amounted  to  3,960, 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1971 


Males^ 

Females  <. 

Total 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Total 

17 

30 

47 

Legitimate 

16 

27 

43 

Illegitimate 

1 

3 

4 

STILLBIRTHS 

Total 

1 

1 

Legitimate 

- 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL  LIVE  ^D 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Total 

17 

31 

48 

Legitimate 

16 

28 

44 

Illegitimate 

1 

3 

4 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS 

under  1 year  of  age 

Total 

1 

-r- 

1 

Legitimate 

1 

- 

1 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Continued 

overleaf. 

Males 


Females 


Total 


DEATHS  OF  INFaNTS  (Continued) 


under  4 weeks  of  age  Total 

1 

- 

1 

Legitimate 

1 

- 

1 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

under  1 week  of  age  Total 

1 

_ 

1 

Legitimate 

1 

- 

1 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

DEATHS  - ALL  AGES 

32 

18 

50 

LOCAL 

AUTHORITY 

aREA 

ENGLAND 

AND 

WALES 

LIVE  BIRTH  RaTES  ETC. 

Livebirths  per  1 ,000  home  population 

13.  1 

16.  0 

Area  comparability  factor 

1.24 

O 

O 

Local  adjusted  rate 

16.  2 

16.  0 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate 

1.02 

1 .00 

Illegitimate  live  births  as  percentage  of 
all  live  births 

9 

8 

STILLBIRTH  RATE 

Stillbirths  per  1,000  total  live  and  still 
births 

21 

12 

INFaNT  MORTALITY  RATES 

Deaths  under  1 year  per  1 ,000  live  births 

21 

18 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  under  1 year 
per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

23 

17 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under  1 year 
per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

- 

24 

Neonatal  mortality  rate 

Deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1 ,000  live  births 

21 

12 

Early  neonatal  mortality  rate 

Deaths  under  1 week  per  1 ,000  total  live 
births 

21 

10 

Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 week  combined, 
per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births 

42 

22 

DEATHS  RATES  ETC.  - aLL  aGES 

Deaths  per  1 ,000  home  population 

13.  9 

11.  6 

Area  comparability  factor 

.90 

1 .00 

Local  adjusted  rate 

12.  5 

11.  6 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate 

1 .08 

1 .00 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


No  particular  disease  was  unduly  prevalent  during  the  year. 

With  a rather  elderly  population  it  is  not  surprizing  to  find  that  a 
large  proportion  of  the  deaths  are  due  to  cardiovascular  disease. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

Total  Cases  Notified 

Measles  ...  ...  »•<•'  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

DEATHS  FROM  CANCER 


During  the  year  there  vi/ere  a total  of  11  deaths  due  to  cancer,  as  follows 

Oesophagus  2,  Stomach  1,  Intestine  2,  Bronchus  2,  Pros tat ell, Leukaemia  I,  Others  2. 
Total  = 11. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  deaths  from  Cancer  have  dropped.  No  Cancer 
deaths  of  the  Breast  have  been  registered  at  all. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  mortality  from  Cancer  which  has 
taken  place  in  the  Dulverton  Rural  District  during  the  past  18  years f- 


Gastric  Cancer 

26 

Cancer  of  Bov/el 

12 

Testis 

1 

Ovary 

3 

Bladder 

6 

Oesophagus 

12 

Breast 

31 

Pancreas 

9 

Uterus 

6 

Prostate 

4 

Rectum 

5 

Larynx 

1 

Bronchus 

23 

Valvae 

1 

Brain 

1 

Orbit 

1 

Rodent  Ulcer 
of  Scalp 

1 

Cervix 

1 

Leukaemia 

6 

Others 

39 

During  the  year 

Total  = 189 . 

a pamphlet  was  prepared  and  circulated 

to  a number  of 

Ladies  Organisations 

on  the  subject  of  ’ 

Cancer  of  the  Breast 

’ . A copy  of  the 

information  contained 

in  the  pamphlet  is 

set  out  in  Appendix 

III  and  further 

copies  may  be  obtained  from  my  office  on 

request . 

Statistics  have 

been  prepared  to  indicate  the  number  of 

deaths  from  cancer 

in  the  respective  Villages  during  the  past  8 years  and  this 

information  is 

contained  in  Appendix  I of  this  report. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  AREA 

l) . Home  Nursing  and 

. Midwives 

These  services  are  provided  by  the  Health  Department  of  the  County 
Council.  Four  District  Nurses  reside  within  the  area  and  where  required 
there  is  liasion  with  the  Local  Authority. 


2) i Home  Helps 

The  Home  Help  service  is  operated  and  controlled  by  the  Welfare 
Department  of  the  Somerset  County  Council.  A number  of  cases  of  elderly 
persons  living  alone  are  referred  to  the  Home  Help  Organiser  and  in  most 
cases  assistance  has  been  provided  which  has  resulted  in  a general 
improvement  in  home  conditions. 

There  is  very  close  liasion  between  the  Council’ s Public  Health 
Department  and  the  Social  Services  Department  of  the  County  Council  in 
connection  with  this  matter. 
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3) 


Infectious  Diseases 


Where  required  cases  of  infectious  diseases  are  removed  to  isolation 
hospitals  outside  the  area  and  the  necessary  enquiries  and  investigations 
are  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector.  Several  enquiries  were 
made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  following  notification  that  persons 
returning  to  this  area  either  from  holidays  abroad  or  from  terms  of  service 
overseas  were  suspected  contacts  of  smallpox  and  cholera  outbreaks  and 
appropriate  action  was  taken. 

4)  • Laboratories 

Arrangements  for  the  carrying  out  of  Pathological  and  Bacteriological 
Examinations,  Analysis  of  Foodstuffs  etc.  are  made  with  the  Somerset  County 
Laboratory  at  County  Hall,  Taunton  and  with  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  at  Musgrove  Park  Hospital,  Taunton. 

5)  • Ambulance  Facilities. 

These  facilities  are  provided  by  the  Somerset  County  Council. 

6)  . Hospitals 

There  are  no  hospitals  of  any  description  within  the  area.  Hospital 
accommodation  for  cases  of  infectious  diseases  remains  unchanged. 

7)  Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes. 

There  are  no  maternity  or  nursing  homes  within  the  area  of  this 
Authority.  Where  necessary  maternity  cases  are  removed  to  Minehead, 
Tiverton  or  Taunton  Hospitals.  Cases  of  Maternal  Mortality  and  pueporal 
Pyrexia  are  investigated  by  the  County  Authority.  Ante-Natal  and  Child 
Welfare  Clinics  are  held  at  Trumpington  House,  High  Street,  Dulverton  each 
month. 

8 )  . Institutional  Provisions  for  the  Care  of  the  Mental  Defective . 

There  are  no  such  institutions  within  the  area  of  this  Authority. 

9)  • Liptheria  Immunisation  and  Vaccination. 

Liptheria  Immunisations,  poliomyelitis  and  smallpox  vaccinations  are 
carried  out  by  general  practitioners. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ENVIRONMENT  OF  THE  AREA 

(i)  Water  Supply 

The  West  Somerset  Water  Board  are  the  Statutory  Undertakers  for  most 
public  supplies  in  the  area  of  the  Dulverton  Rural  District,  the  only 
exception  being  a small  area  at  Oldways  End  in  the  parishes  of  Dulverton 
and  Brushford  which  is  supplied  by  the  North  Devon  Water  Board.  A large 
number  of  outlying  farms  and  houses  are  dependent  on  private  water  supplies 

Further  information  on  Public  Supplies  and  of  samples  taken  are  con- 
tained in  the  Public  Health  Inspector’s  section  of  this  report. 

Further  steps  were  taken  during  the  year  by  the  West  Somerset  Water 
Board  to  provide  a mains  supply  to  serve  the  Village  of  Exton.  The  exist- 
ing private  supply  can  not  be  regarded  as  satisfactory  either  as  regards 
quality  or  quantity  and  a mains  supply  to  serve  this  Village  will  be  most 
welcome  from  a Public  Health  point  of  view.  Further  investigation  should 
I feel  be  made  to  ascertain  the  quality  of  a number  of  other  small  private 
supplies  serving  small  hamlets,  most  of  these  supplies  are  untreated  and 
there  is  some  reason  to  believe  that  inadequate  maintenance  works  are  under 
taken. 
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(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

This  subject  is  dealt  with  fully  in  the  Public  Health  Inspector's 
section  of  this  report. 

( ii i) Rivers  and  Stream  Pollution 

The  pollution  of  rivers  and  streams  is  dealt  with  mainly  by  the 
Devon  River  Authority,  although  a small  part  of  the  area  around  Huish 
Champf lower  and  Withiel  Florey  is  covered  by  the  Somerset  River  Authority. 
I am  not  aware  of  any  serious  cases  of  pollution  within  the  area. 

(iv)  Schools 


All  schools  within  the  area  are  regularly  visited  by  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officers  of  Health,  and  by  Public  Health  Inspector's  employed  by 
both  the  Somerset  County  Council  and  this  Council.  The  general  standards 
of  hygiene  and  sanitation  appear  to  be  satisfactory. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

No  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  1971* 


* 


* * * * # * * 


My  thanks  are  again  due  to  Mr  Organ  and  his  staff  for  their  assistance  in 
compiling  this  report. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  NICHOLSON. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Council  Offices, 
Exmoor  House, 
DULVERTON 

Somerset . 

July.  1972. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  FERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  1971  IN  THE  DULVERTON  RURAL  DISTRICT 
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APPENDIX  III 


DULVERTON  R U R A L DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


CANCER  OF  THE  BREAST 

This  is  the  commonest  form  of  female  cancer,  accounting  for  nearly  one 
quarter  of  all  cases.  It  can  be  completely  cured  if  treated  early. 

The  first  symptom,  is  usually  a lump  in  the  breast.  This  lump  is  usually 
painless. 

Danger  Signals 

You  should  watch  fors- 

(1)  Any  lump  or  swellir  7 in  the  breast. 

(2)  Any  deformity  or  m. A ..  lion  in  the  usual  shape  of  the  breast. 

(3)  Any  retraction  or  Abortion  of  the  nipple. 

(4)  Any  blood  stained  discharge  from  the  nipple. 

If  you  find  any  of  these  signs  it  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  you  have 
cancer,  but  you  should  seek  medical  advice  and  reassurance.  It  is  important 
to  realise  that  this  lump  or  swelling  is  generally  painless.  Many  lumps  in  the 
breast  are  not  cancer. 

Examination  of  the  Breast 


All  women  over  30  should  examine  their  breasts  once  monthly.  The  best  time 
to  do  this  is  after  the  menstrual  period.  Regular  examination  should  continue 
to  be  made  after  the  change  of  life. 

The  method  consists  of  s- 

Inspection  before  a mirror.  Note  any  irregularity  or  difference 
of  level  of  breasts  or  any  discharge  of  blood  from  the  nipple. 

Feeling  the  breast  with  the  flat  middle  portion  of  the  fingers. 

To  do  this  Use  the  fingers  of  the  right  hand  to  press  the 

left  breast  firmly  backward  against  the  ribs  - The  examination  * 
should  take  in  the  who7c  ktf-ast  including  that  portion  extending 
towards  the  armpit.  r the  same  manner  use  the  fingers  of  the  left 
hand  to  examine  tin  \ , >t  breast.  If  a Hump  is  felt  the  chances 
are  that  it  is  not  cancer  but  it  is  essential  to  see  a Doctor  as 
even  innocent  lumps  are  usually  better  removed. 

If  it  should  be  a cancerous  growth  remember  that  the  results  of  early 
operation  are  extremely  good  and  that  the  modern  operation  usually  performed 
for  cancer  of  the  breast  is  much  less  disabling  than  the  former  one. 


STAGE  l, 

STAGE  2. 


Dr.  G.  Nicholson,  M.D.  F.R.C.S. ,D.P.H. , 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


D U L V E R T 0 H RURAL  D I S T R I C . T COUH  C I L 


Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  & Surveyor  for  the  year  1971 . 

PREFACE 


Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  pleasure  in  submitting  herewith  my  14th  Annual  Report  upon  the  work 
undertaken  by  the  Public  Health  Department  during  1971* 

The  text  and  accompanying  statistics  contained  in  the  report  again  give 
indication  of  the  wide  and  varied  nature  of  the  duties  undertaken.  The  report 
includes  the  information  required  in  accordance  with  instructions  contained 
in  Circular  1/72  issued  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security. 

Much  additional  work  was  undertaken  during  the  year  in  connection  with 
House  Improvement  Grants  following  the  extensive  publicity  given  by  the  Department 
of  the  Environment.  With  the  increased  amount  of  Grant  now  available  in  this  area, 
greater  interest  was  shown  by  house  owners  and  this  in  turn  resulted  in  more 
Grants  being  made  and  consequently  many  more  properties  being  brought  up  to  the 
improved  standard. 

With  the  limited  staff  available  and  due  to  pressure  of  other  works  it  was 
again  not  possible  to  devote  as  much  time  as  one  would  have  desired  to  many 
routine  matters  particularly  in  connection  with  Food  Hygiene  and  Housing  Con- 
ditions although  as  will  be  seen  from  the  respective  sections  of  the  report 
these  matters  have  by  no  means  been  neglected. 

In  conclusion  may  I express  my  thanks  to  all  members  of  the  Council  and  in 
particular  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Council,  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health 
and  Housing  Committees  for  their  help  and  consideration.  I am  indebted  also  to 
all  officers  and  staff  of  the  Council  and  in  particular  to  the  staff  of  my  own 
department  for  their  valuable  co-operation  and  assistance  throughout  the  year. 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


R.J.  ORGAN 


Public  Health  Inspector  & 
Surveyor . 
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Public  Health  Inspector's  Report  for  the  year  ended, 31st  December, 1971 . 

The  total  number  of  inspections  and  visits  made  during  the  year  amounted  to 
1702  and  the  details  below  indicate  the  multifarious  nature  of  these  duties. 


GENERAL  SANITATION 

Visits  in  connection  with  Water  Supplies  (main  and  private  supplies)  173 

Visits  in  connection  with  drainage  of  Private  Buildings  37 

Sewage  Works  206 

Moveable  Dwellings  (Caravans,  Tents  etc.)  23 

Enforcement  of  Petroleum  Regulations.  42 

Public  Conveniences  57 

Flood  Prevention  Works  13 

Factories  17 

Offices,  Shops  etc.  4 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal( including  Litter  Collection  and  control)  100 

Rodent  Control  7 

General  Nuisance  and  Complaints  53 

Visits  in  connection  with  removal  of  Abandoned  Vehicles 

(Civic  Amenities  Act)  6 

Miscellaneous  Public  Health  Matters  20 

New  Constructional  Works  (Local  Authority)  38 

New  Constructional  Works  (Enforcement  of  Building  Regulations  at 

Private  Sites  etc.)  386 

HOUSING 

Routine  Inspections  of  Council  Houses  51 

Visits  in  connection  with  repair  and  maintenance  of  Council  Houses  269 

Investigation  of  Improvement  Grant  applications  etc.  83 

INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

Total  Meat  Inspection  Visits  98 

Routine  visits  shops  and  other  Establishments 

res  Enforcement  of  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  39 

Total  = 1702 


HOUSING 

( a)  Council  Houses 


No  new  Council  Houses  were  erected  during  the  year  but  the  following 
schemes,  all  of  which  we re  originally  contained  in  the  1970  programme,  but  not 
commenced,  were  approved  by  the  Department  of  the  Environment  for  inclusion 
in  the  Council’s  1971  housing  programme 5 

Pixton  Way  - Phase  2,  Stage  2.  5 dv/ellings. 

Winsford  - Ash  Lane  4 dwellings. 

Bridgetown.  3 dwellings. 

Work  on  the  erection  of  the  4 Bungalows  at  Ash  Lane,  Winsford  was  commenced 
in  the  Autumn  of  1971*  But  very  little  progress  had  been  made  as  at  the  31st 
December.  Considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining  a Tender  within 
the  yardstick  figure  in  connection  with  this  development.  No  Tenders  were 
accepted  in  respect  of  the  Dulverton  or  Bridgetov/n  schemes  and  these  were  accord- 
ingly transferred  to  the  1971  programme. 

One  Council  House  at  Jury  Road,  Dulverton  was  sold  during  the  year  and  the 
details  of  properties  owned  by  the  Council  as  at  the  31st  December  1971  were  as 
f ollows* - 
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Pre  1939  type  houses  "J6 

Post  1945  " " 100 

Two  bedroom  Bungalows  "]Q 

Old  Persons  Bungalows 
with  T/arden  service.  12 

Shop  and  Flat  1 

Barnsclose  Farm. Pul vert on.  1 

Total  = 268 


Further  progress  was  made  -on  the  alterations  and  improvements  of  hot  water 
installations  at  a number  of  Council  Houses  built  after  1945*  a^d  also  on  the 
re-wiring  of  houses  and  the  provisional  of  additional  Electrical  Points.  It  is 
anticipated  that  work  on  all  of  these  schemes  will  be  completed  during  1972. 


(b)  Private  Housing  and  Act ion  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

A total  of  11  private  dwellings  were  erected  during  the  year,  this  being 
an  increase  of  7 over  the  previous  year  and  above  the  average  for  the  past  10 
years. 

A further  6 dwellings  were  in  course  of  erection  at  the  31st  of  December. 

No  formal  action  was  taken  in  respect  of  unfit  properties  under  the  Housing 
Act  of  1957«  and  due  to  pressure  of  other  works  further  survey  work  to  ascertain 
housing  conditions  in  the  area  was  not  possible,  it  is  hoped  when  time  permits 
to  undertake  a survey  of  the  area  to  ascertain  the  houses  still  lacking  modem 
amenities.  No  new  cases  of  overcrowding  were  reported  or  discovered  during  the 
year. 

( c ) Grants  by  Local  Authorities  to  Private  Owners. 

Extensive  publicity  was  again  given  to  the  availability  of  Improvement  Grants 
both  by  advertisements  in  the  national  press,  and  on  Television,  all  such 
advertising  being  sponsored  by  the  Government.  The  Housing  Acts  of  1971*  was 
introduced  during  the  year  and  came  into  operation  in  June  1971*  This  legis- 
lation enabled  Authorities  included  in  development  or  intermediate  areas,  which 
included  the  Dulverton  Rural  District  to  make  Grants  over  and  above  the  normal 
limit  of  £i,000.  up  to  a new  overall  maximum  of  £1,500.  and  in  cases  where  the 
Council  were  satisfied  that  there  were  good  reasons  for  exceeding  even  this 
limit,  then  with  the  approval  of  the  Department  of  the  Environment  an  even 
higher  maximum  Grant  could  be  made.  The  number  of  applications  and  houses 
dealt  with  by  this  Council  during  the  year  were  as  follows 


RECEIVED 


APPROVED 


Applications  , No.  of  Applications  No.  of 

Dwellings  Dw el lings 


Improvement 

Grants 

17 

17 

13 

13 

Standard 

Grants 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Special 

Grants 

— 

— 

— 

10 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


(a)  Public  Supplies 

Nine  out  of  the  eleven  Villages  within  the  district  are  provided 
with  a public  supply  by  the  West  Somerset  Water  Board.  A few  properties 
at  Oldways  End  and  in  the  Parish  of  Brushford  are  served  by  the  North 
Devon  Water  Board.  Water  for  each'  supply  is  obtained  from  local  spring 
sources,  each  with  its  own  independent  distribution  system.  The  majority 
of  these  supplies  now  have  small  treatment  plants  attached  and  the 
quality  of  water  supplied  was  generally  satisfactory.  In  cases  v/here 
samples  did  not  conform  to  the  rather  high  standard  required  then  follow 
up  samples  were  taken  after  corrective  treatment  had  been  applied. 

The  majority  of  samples  taken  by  the  department  were  again  analysed 
by  the  West  Somerset  Water  Board,  others  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  or  to  the  County  Public  Analyst.  Results  of  samples 
taken  for  bacteriological  examination  are  as  follows? - 


SUPPLY 

Total  No. 

No.  found 

No.  found 

of  samples 

satisf  actor?/ 

unsatisfactory 

Dulverton  and  Brushford 

18 

18 

__ 

Dulverton  (Jury  Road) 

14 

13 

1 

Brompton  Regis 

16 

14 

2 

Huish  Champf lower 

11 

8 

3 

Bridgetown 

13 

12 

1 

Winsford 

13 

12 

1 

Skilgate 

10 

9 

1 

Exford 

13 

13 

- 

Wit hypo ol 

14 

10 

4 

122 

109 

13 

Total  number  of  samples  shows  a decrease  of  1 over  the  previous 
year.  Sampling  is  undertaken  on  a routine  basis  to  ensure  as  far  as 
possible  that  each  public  supply  is  sampled  at  least  once  a month.  In 
addition  samples  were  taken  for  chemical  examinations  and  a summary  of 
the  results  obtained  by  the  public  analyst  is  set  out  in  appendix  1 of 
this  report.  No  complaints  of  shortages  were  received  during  the 
year  from  areas  supplied  by  the  Board. 

Of  the  1,^0)  properties  within  the  area,  approximately  875  are 
connected  to  a mains  supply,  details  for  each  respective  parish  being 
as  follows; - 


PARISH 

Total  No. of 

No.  connected  to 

Estimated 

properties 

mains  supply . 

population 

served  by 

Mains  Supply. 

Exmoor 

73 

Exford 

152 

81 

300 

Withypool 

97 

48 

150 

Winsford 

135 

65 

210 

Exton 

71 

14 

40 

Dulverton 

555 

445 

1410 

Brushford 

170 

130 

390 

Brompton  Regis 

171 

40 

110 

Skilgate 

39 

19 

55 

Upton 

48 

- 

- 

Huish  Champflower 

. 79  .. 

33 

100 

1590 

875 

2765 
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A scheme  for  the  extension  of  the  existing  mains  supply  at  Bridgetown  to 
serve  the  Village  of  Exton  was  prepared  by  the  West  Somerset  Water  Board  and  it 
is  understood  this  work  was  due  to  he  commenced  early  in  1972. 


(b)  Private  Supplies 


Approximately  700  properties  throughout  the  district,  mostly  outlying 
farms,  houses  and  cottages  rely  upon  small  private  supplies,  sometimes 
serving  one  property.  The  source  of  such  supplies  is  usually  from  springs 
or  shallow  wells  and  there  is  seldom  any  form  of  treatment.  A total  of  56 
samples  were  collected  during  the  year  from  private  supplies  and  where 
necessary  owners  were  advised  of  remedial  action  necessary  to  improve  the 
quality  of  these  supplies. 

?<D~VEABIE  SWELLINGS 


The  Caravan  Club  Site  at  the  rear  of  Exmoor  House,  Dulverton,  accommodating 
up  to  50  Caravans  continued  in  use  under  the  supervision  of  a resident  warden. 
The  site  is  occupied  during  the  summer  months  only  and  the  high  standard  of 
maintenance  experienced  in  previous  years  was  again  found  throughout  the  season. 

Sites  at  Exford  and  Winsford  were  licenced  for  tents  and  caravans  respect- 
ively and  routine  inspections  made  during  the  year  revealed  that  satisfactory 
standards  were  being  maintained  and  that  the  Conditions  of  Licence  were  being 
complied  with.  A number  of  Sites  throughout  the  district  were  granted  cert- 
ificates of  exemption  by  authorised  organizations  and  inspection  of  such  sites 
revealed  that  satisfactory  standards  were  being  maintained.  Several  sites 
throughout  the  district  were  used  for  occasional  camping  but  it  is  believed  that 
the  majority  of  these  were  used  within  the  limits  available  under  the  various 
planning  Acts  and  Public  Health  Acts  whereby  sites  could  be  used  for  limited 
periods  without  planning  permission  or  licenses.  The  scattered  nature  of  the 
area  however  made  it  difficult  for  accurate  checks  to  be  made  on  the  amount  of 
use  of  some  of  these  Sites.  No  complaints  were  received  as  to  the  condition  o£ 
any  camping  site  within  the  area. 


SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE 

Sewerage  systems  are  now  provided  by  the  Council  to  serve  the  Villages 
of  Brushford,  Dulverton,  Exford,  Winsford  and  Bridgetown  and  brief  details  of 
these  schemes  are  as  follows §- 

* * * 


BRUSHFORD  Estimated  total  population  of  Parish  45$ 

Estimated  No.  of  properties  connected  to  system  10 5 
Estimated  population  served  by  system  315 

A small  sewage  disposal  works  built  in  the  mid  1930's  serves  the  Village 
of  Brushford.  The  works  consist  of  two  settlement  tanks,  dosing  siphon,  perco- 
lating gravity  filter,  humus  tanks  and  sludge  beds.  There  is  virtually  no  spare 
capacity  on  these  works  and  any  further  major  building  project  at  Brushford 
would  obviously  require  enlargement  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works . The  pumps 
at  the  School  End  pumping  station  which  were  replaced  during  1970.  continue  to 
w ork  satisfactory  and  as  a result  of  the  improvements  carried  out  to  the  humus 
tanks  the  standard  of  effluent  obtained  was  considered  to  be  reasonably  satisfac 
tory . 

DULVERTON  Estimated  total  population  of  Parish  134& 

Estimated  No.  of  properties  connected  to  system  335 
Estimated  population  served  by  system  1080 
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The  existing  works  built  in  approximately  1922  and  modernised  in  the  late 
1930’s  continued  in  use  during  the  year.  Additional  time  was  spent  by  the 
Council’s  direct  labour  force  in  maintaining  these  works  and  as  a result  the 
effluent  samples  were  generally  satisfactory.  Further  progress  was  made  during 
the  year  by  the  Council's  Consulting  Engineers  on  the  preparation  of  documents 
for  a replacement  Sewage  Disposal  Works  together  with  extension  of  certain 
sewers  within  Dulverton  Some  delay  in  the  preparation  of  these  documents 
was  caused  due  to  the  fact  that  test  borings  on  the  site  of  the  proposed  new 
works  proved  to  be  unsatisf actory  for  the  type  of  humus  tank  which  had  originally 
been  planned  and  modifications  to  the  design  were  therefore  being  made. 

* * * 

Estimated  total  population  of  Parish  452 

Estimated  No.  of  properties  connected  to  system  51 
Estimated  population  served  b^  system  190 

The  works,  built  about  the  same  time,  are  almost  identical  in  design 
to  those  at  Brushford,  and  in  this  case  serve 'the  village  of  Exford.  Here  again 
there  is  no  reserve  capacity  in  the  actual  sewage  works  and  flows  into  the  works 
are  rather  aggravated  at  certain  times  by  an  influx  of  tourists  and  by  surface 
water  infiltration.  Careful  and  regular  maintenance  however  has  caused  effluent 
standards  to  be  generally  satisfactory. 

* * * 


VfINSFORD 

Estimated  total  population  of  Parish  296 

Estimated  No.  of  properties  connected  to  system  55 
Estimated  population  served  by  system  190 

This  scheme  provided  in  1968  proved  to  be  generally  satisfactory  in 
operation  and  the  effluent  samples  obtained  were  generally  satisfactory  although 
one  or  two  fell  slightly  below  the  Royal  Commission  standard.  Investigations 
were  made  as  a result  of  suspected  infiltration  of  ground  or  surface  water  in 
certain  sections  of  sewer  adjacent  to  the  River  Exe  at  Winsford.  Television 
surveys  were  undertaken  of  certain  sections  but  no  serious  defects  could  be 
detected  by  this  method.  Further  investigations  are  planned  but  these  cannot 
be  made  until  flood  conditions  exist  in  order  to  ascertain  precisely  the  points 
of  infiltration. 

* * * 


BRIDGETOWN 


Estimated  total  population  of  Parish  193 

Estimated  No,  of  properties  connected  to  system  27 
Estimated  population  served  by  system  7® 

The  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme  provided  to  serve  this  Village  in 
1970  continued  to  work  satisfactorily  and  additional  properties  were  connected 
during  the  year.  The  sewage  disposal  plant  of  the  contact  stabilisation  type 
was  the  first  of  its  kind  to  be  provided  in  this  area  and  situated  as  it  is  in 
rather  close  proximity  to  dwellings  no  problems  arose  either  regarding  noise  or 
smell.  Tests  are  being  undertaken  to  establish  the  reserve  capacity  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  additional  properties  at  Exton  can  be  connected  into  this 
system  in  the  foreseeable  future.  Samples  of  effluent  as  taken  by  the  Devon 
River  Authority  during  the  year  proved  to  be  generally  satisfactory. 

* * * 

In  addition  to  the  principal  works  listed  above  the  Council  also  maintain 
certain  old  systems  at  Oldways  End  and  Brompton  Regis.  Further  progress  was 

made  during  the  year  on  the  preparation  of  documents  for  a new  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal  scheme  to  serve  the  Village  of  Brompton  Regis  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  this  work  will  commence  during  1972.  The  Council  also  considered  outline 
proposals  provide Villages  of  Exton,  Skilgate,  Huish  Champf lower  and 
Withypool  with  swwerage  and  sewage  disposal  schemes  but  further  consideration 
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on  each  of  these  schemes  was  deferred  and  these  are  likely  to  be  re-considered 
during  1972. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  MU  DISPOSAL 


Regular  collections  of  household  refuse  were  made  from  the  majority  of 
premises  within  the  district  and  only  a few  very  isolated  premises  are  not 
covered  by  this  service.  Frequency  of  collection  varied  from  once  weekly 
once  fortnightly.  Only  one  Refuse  Collection  vehicle  is  owned  by  the  Authority 
and  considerable  difficulty  is  experienced  from  time  to  time  in  maintaining  this 
vehicle  to  the  high  standards  now  required  by  various  legislation. 

All  refuse  collected  is  taken  to  a,  central  depot  at  Dulverton  where  after 
sorting  and  incineration  the  residue  is  taken  to  a tip  at  Oldways  End  which  has 
now  been  in  use  for  some  seven  or  eight  years.  The  incinerators  have  now  been 

in  use  for  something  in  excess  of  30  years  and  the  available  tipping  space  re- 
maining at  Oldways  End  will  last  for  only  another  2 or  3 years.  In  view  of  the 
difficulties  of  access  to  the  incinerator  depot,  the  age  of  the  incinerators 
and  the  limited  space  available  for  tipping  at  Oldways  End  the  Council  must  in 
due  course  give  consideration  to  the  whole  question  of  Refuse  Disposal  facilities 
within  this  area. 

Daily  sweeping  of  the  streets  of  Dulverton  was  continued  during  the  year 
and  contribution  towards  this  service  was  received  from  the  Somerset  County 
Council.  A contribution  is  als soiree eived  from  the  Exmoor  National  Park  Committee 
towards  the  additional  cost  incurred  on  Litter  Collections  throughout  the  area. 

The  number  of  Litter  receptacles  which  are  placed  within  the  district  during  the 
summer  months  has  increased  considerably  during  the  past  few  years  and  each  year 
more  and  more  requests  are  received  for  the  provision-  of  additional  litter  recept- 
acles. This  service  attached  as  it  is  to  the  Refuse  Collection  service  is  now7 
working  to  full  capacity  leaving  no  room  for  further  expansion  with  the  existing 
equipment  and  labour  resources. 

Practically  no  complaints  were  received  in  connection  with  the  operation  of 
the  Refuse  Collection  service  which  again  reflects  credit  to  the  employees  en- 
gaged in  this  department. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

New  public  conveniences  were  provided  at  Winsford  during  1971>  'the  capital 
cost  being  borne  by  the  Exmoor  National  Park  Committee.  The  Council  agreed  to  be 
responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  these  conveniences  on  terms  similar  to  those 
for  others  throughout  the  district  which  had  previously  been  provided  by  the 
Exmoor  National  Park  Committee. 

A total  of  5 public  conveniences  throughout  the  district  are  now  maintained 
by  the  Council  these  being  situated  at  Dulverton  (2),  Winsford,  Exford  and  Tarr 
Steps.  Regular  cleansing  and  maintenance  is  carried  out  and  this  is  found  to  be 
particularly  necessary  during  the  summer  months. 

Coin  operated  locks  were  removed  from  all  public  toilets  on  the  introduction 
of  decimal  currency  in  February,  1971* 


COMMON  LODGE  G HOUSES 

There  are  no  common  Lodgihg  Houses  within  the  area. 
INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 


( a)  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations 

Routine  inspections  were  made  of  all  food  premises  throughout  the  district 
and  the  standards  of  hygiene  and  cleanliness  were  generally  satisfactory.  Only 
in  one  or  two  isolated  cases  was  informal  action  found  to  be  necessary  to  secure 
improved  standards. 

The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  district  in  their  respective  classi- 
fications is  as  follows s-  - 14  - 
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(a) 

Grocers  and  General  Stores 

18 

(b) 

Butchers 

2 

(c) 

Bakehouses 

1 

(d) 

Cafes  and  Restuarants 

5 

(e) 

Hotels  and  other  Catering  Establishments 

13 

(f) 

School  Kitchens 

8 

(g) 

Confectioners 

3 

(h) 

Youth  Hostel 

1 

(i) 

Licensed  Premises  and  Clubs 

8 

m 

Schedule 

of  Food  Premises  sub.iect  to  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations 

(i) 

Total  No.  of  premises 

59 

(ii) 

No.  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Reg.l6 

• 

59 

(iii) 

No.  of  premises  to  which  Reg.19  applies 

47 

(iv) 

No.  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Reg.19 

. 

47 


(c)  Ice-C$eam 

No  properties  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  Ice-Cream. 

25  premises  are  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  Ice-Cream. 

(d)  Meat  and  other  Foods 

Two  small  private  slaughter-houses  at  Dulverton  are  licensed.  One  was  used 
throughout  the  year  hut  use  of  the  other  was  discontinued  after  June  1971* 
following  a change  of  ownership  of  the  shop  premises  utilising  the  slaughter 
house.  Ownership  of  the  slaughter-house  itself  did  not  however  change  and 
although  not  subsequently  in  use  the  license  was  again  renewed. 

Regular  visits  were  made  to  both  licensed  slaughter-houses  by  the  Divisional 
Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food.  As  a 
result  of  the  one  slaughter-house  not  being  in  use  for  part  of  the  year,' 
together  with  the  fact  there  was  a general  decrease  in  the  number  of  sheep 
killed  locally  the  total  throughput  was  considerably  less  than  in  previous 
years.  Details  of  animals  inspected  and  the  amount  of  meat  found  unfit  were 
as  follows s- 


Bovines 

Calves 

Sheen 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number 

Killed 

121 

1 

78 

1 

NIL 

Numbers 

; inspected 

121 

1 

78 

1 

NIL 

Weight 

of  Meat  Condemned  in  lbs . 

For?  - 

(a) 

Tuberculosis 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

(b) 

Cysticercosis 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

(c) 

Other 

52 

56 

4 

NIL 

NIL 

Inspections  were  also  made  of  various  other  foodstuffs  when  called  upon  to 
do  so  and  the  following  foodstuffs  we re  condemned  as  unfits - 

185  Packages  of  various  frozen  foodstuffs. 

(e)  Poultry  Inspection 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  establishments  within  the  district. 
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(f)  Milk 


(i)  No.  of  registered  distributors  (other  than  produce  retailers)  4 

(ii)  No.  of  registered  dairy  xoremises  (other  than  dairy  farms)  1 

Routine  sampling  was  undertaken  by  the  County  Authority  from  distributors 
throughout  the  district  and  the  results  of  samples  obtained  were  as  follows 

Pasteurised  Untreated 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory  Void  Sat.  Unsat.  Void. 

10  - 24  6 - 

ROMT  CONTROL 


Rodent  Control  works  were  combined  with  sewage  works  maintenance  and  the 
two  man  team  carry  out  treatments  and  make  the  necessary  inspections  to  fulfil 
the  Local  Authorities  functions  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act. 
Revenue  from  Rodent  Contracts  during  the  year  amounted  to  £656. 


OFFICES.  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  under  the  above  Act  as  at  31st  December 
1971  was  as  follows s- 


Premises 

No.  Registered 

Persons  Employed 

Offices 

4 

32 

Retail  Shops 

20 

62 

Wholesale  Depts. 

1 

9 

Catering  Establishments 

7 

53 

Fuel  storage  depots 

1 

5 

Total  = 

. 

161 

A total  of  37  visits  were  made  to  registered  establishments  during  the  year 
and  conditions  were  generally  found  to  be  satisfactory,  only  informal  action 
being  necessary  in  one  or  two  cases. 
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PRESCRIBED  F.JITICUL.JIS  ON  THE  xxDMINISTRxfTION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT.  1 96l 

Pi  NT  1 OF  THE  xJCT 

- INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

: Number  of 

Number  ; Inspections 
on  l 

Register  * 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

) Factories  in  which 

sections  1, 2,3,4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  authorities 

-)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  Local  Authority 

2 j 3 

| 

0 

12  14 

- 

- 

•i)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enrorocu 
by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-vrorkers 
premises) . 

TOT^xL 

V 

14  17 

- 

Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found:  - 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in  v/hich 
Prosecutions 

Referred 

were  instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M, 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

0> 

it  of  Cleanliness 

— 

— 

:r  crowding 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

reasonable  Temperature 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

adequate  ventilation 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

iffective  drainage  of 
>ors 

eea 

_ 

o. 

_ 

lit  ary  Conveniences 
) Insufficient 

1 

1 

) Unsuitable  or 
defective 

2 

2 

_ 

) Not  separate  for 
sexes 

, . 

... 

ler  offences  against 
i xxct  (not  including 
fences  relating  to 
b-Work) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTxxL 

3 

3 

- 

IT  VTII  OF  THE_  APT  - Outworkers  (Sections  133  and  134.) 

. of  Out-workers  in  ^ugustfc  list  required  by  Section  133(1)(c)  ......  NIL* 
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